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WELCOME to our service this morning! 

 
 
 

WE GATHER TOGETHER BEFORE GOD  
on traditional territory of Treaty Six peoples and of the Métis Nation 

 
 
WELCOME AND GREETING  (please mute your microphone) 
 
TOGETHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE:   VU #1      ‘O Come, O Come Emmanuel’   (verse1) 
Verse 1:  O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel  
that mourns in lowly exile here until the Son of God appear. 
 
Refrain:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
Words:  from the Latin antiphons for Advent, ca 9

th
 c.  Music:  15

th
 c. plainsong melody, arr. Healey Willan.  Words 

copyright © The Church Pension Fund.  .  All rights reserved.  Reprinted under One License #A-718663 

CALL TO WORSHIP: (responsive) 
Light looked down and saw darkness. 
I will go there, said light. 
Light looked down with eyes filled with love. 
I will go there said light. 
Light looked down and saw its reflection through cracks and broken pieces 
I will go there said light. 
Light looked down and saw so many seeking and searching for the way. 
I will go there said light. 
And so…in time, the Lord of light, and hope, and peace, and love came down and crept in beside us. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE: (responsive) 
And so may the light of Christ be in you. 
…and also in you 
 
PRAYER OF APPROACH AND PRAYER FOR GRACE. (unison) 
Spirit of God, we, your beloved are searching. Searching for the light of hope, peace, joy and 
love. Searching for the light that shines from you into every corner of our lives. We search in 
the wrong places, and grasp for a light that becomes dull and meaningless.  
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Your light is steady and warm; it shows us the way and offers us all we need. Help us hold 
fast in this time of preparation, that we might arrive at the Holy Birth ready to receive the child 
who you sent in light and love.  In His name we pray.  Amen. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE   (Responsive)   
Our Advent journey has begun.  We prepare for the celebration of Christ’s birth. 

We come to embrace the good news of the Light of the World. 

It is within the hidden mysteries of life we discover vulnerability.  Within the dancing shadows cast by 

a flickering candle flame we discover the promise of hope and of new possibilities. 

We come to be transformed despite and because of our weakness. 

We light a candle reminding us of the way of hope. 

(The first Advent candle is lit) 

 

All sing:  ‘Holy Baby, Holy Child’ 

 Holy baby, holy child, we await your coming now. 
 You bring us hope, you bring us peace; 
 You bring us joy, you bring us love. 
 Holy baby, holy child, come to us now. 
 
Words:  Lynn S. Hurst; Music:  Lynn S. Hurst, arr. by Allen Tuten.  © 2000 Abingdon Press, admin. by The Copyright 
Company.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted under One license A-718663 
 

Let us join as one community of faith in prayer: 

We come to worship with the image of flickering light seared in our minds.  It dances as your 

Spirit dances within our hearts, gracious God, drumming the rhythm of hope that enlivens us 

all.  As you bless us with the Way of Jesus, may we invite others to Christ’s dance of 

transformation.  Amen. 

 
(‘A Journey of Transformation’ written by Gord Dunbar, Gathering, Advent/Christmas/Epiphany 2020-2021 pp70 – 72) 

 

BRINGING ALL OF WHO WE ARE 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 
HERITAGE HYMN:   VU #2    ‘Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus’ 

Verse 1:  Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free:  
from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee. 
 
Verse 2:  Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art,  
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 
 
Verse 3:  Born thy people to deliver; born a child and yet a king;  
born to reign in us for ever; now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 
Verse 4:  By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone;  
by thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 
Words:  Charles Wesley 1744;  Music Psalmodia Sacra 1715.  Public Domain 
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AND LISTENING TO GOD’S WORD FOR OUR LIVES 
 

THE GIFT OF MUSIC (Stony Plain)  Jubilant Singers:    ‘Come to the Light’ 
Words and music by Joseph M. Martin 

 
READING FROM SCRIPTURE: 
Isaiah 9: 2a – 4                                    ‘The people have seen a great light’ 
John 1: 1-5                                           ‘In the beginning was the Word’ 
 
REFLECTION:            The Light of Love in God’s Eyes 
 
HYMN:    MV #220  ‘ Hope Shines as the Solitary Star’  (sung twice) 
Hope shines as the solitary star, faith is the inner light.   
You and I together mirror the Light of Lights, and illumine the pathway home. 
 
Hope shines as the solitary star, faith is the inner light.   
You and I together mirror the Light of Lights, and illumine the pathway home. 
 
Words:  Catherine F. MacLean; Music Janet B. Tissandier.  Words copyright © Catherine F.  Maclean  All rights reserved.  
Reprinted under One License #A-718663 

 

SO WE MIGHT RESPOND WITH INTENTION 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

AND LEAVE TO SERVE GOD IN THE WORLD 

 

HYMN:   VU #31     ‘O Lord, How Shall I Meet You’ 
Verse 1:   
O Lord, how shall I meet you, how welcome you aright? 
Your people long to greet you, my hope, my heart’s delight! 
O kindle, then most holy, a lamp within my breast, 
To do in spirit lowly all that may please you best. 
 
Verse 2:   
Love caused your incarnation, love brought you here to me; 
Your thirst for my salvation procured my liberty. 
O love beyond all telling, that led you to embrace 
In love all loves excelling our lost and fallen race. 
 
Verse 3:    
A Glorious crown you give me, a treasure safe on high, 
That will not fail nor leave me as earthly riches fly. 
My heart shall bloom forever for you with praises new, 
And from your name shall never withhold the honour due. 
 
Words:  Paul Gerhardt 1652, trans. C. Winkworth 1863.  Music: Melchor Teschner 1615. Public Domain 

 

EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLE (Mewassin) 
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BLESSING AND BENEDICTION: (responsive) 
In a time filled with shadows, we await the light of the holy child. 
God who comes to dwell within us as a light that cannot be dimmed. 
God is with us…this we know.  
Let us now go out to spread light and hope wherever we go. 
 
THREEFOLD AMEN (Mewassin) 

 
SUNG BENEDICTION: (Stony Plain)  : VU #8   ‘ Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming’ (Verse 1) 
Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung,  
of Jesse’s lineage coming, as seers of old have sung.   
It came a blossom bright,  
amid the cold of winter, when half spent was the night.  
 
Words:   German, 15

th
 c.; English trans. T.Baker 1894; Music German trad. melody 1599, Public Domain. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS NOVEMBER 29, 2020 

 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION IN THIS WEEK’S LETTER:  Be sure to read Heather’s letter this week for 
information on our outreach project.  We have many needy people in our community who could use a helping 
hand. 
 
MEWASSIN WHITE GIFT SUNDAYS:   Socks (all sizes) are being collected again at Mewassin for White Gift 
Sunday.  We will be accepting your donations Nov 29 and Dec. 6 – if you are unable to bring your donations to 
the church, please contact Sandra McNab or Fran Scherlie and pick-up will be arranged. All items will be 
donated to Parenting for the Future. 
 
LIGHT UP YOUR LIFE CAMPAIGN:  The 29th Annual Campaign runs from Nov 1 to Dec 31, 2020.  Funds 
raised support Palliative/Hospice and Continuing Care in Stony Plain, Spruce Grove, Wabamun, Seba Beach 
and Parkland County.  There are donation forms at the Church Office.  If you would like one sent to you, 
please call 780-963-4745 or email stonyuc@telus.net.  You may donate on-line at 
www.lightupyourlifesociety.org 
 
 
THANK-YOU   We thank Alice Gravelle for donating the bulletin covers for this Sunday, First Advent  – Hope. 
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